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Minor premiership 
on line for Magpies

THE Maitland Mapgies 
can put one hand on the 
Northern NSW NPL minor 
premiers trophy with vic-
tory against Broadmeadow 
Magic at Cooks Square Park 
on Saturday.

A win would leave the 
Magpies just one point be-
hind Magic but with two 
games in hand, a loss would 
leave them seven points 
adrift and facing an uphill 
battle to make up the gap 
with seven games to play be-
fore the play-offs.

Maitland begins a sea-
son-defining week on 
Sunday with the game 
against Magic followed by 
a midweek catch-up game 
away to Lambton Jaffas on 
Wednesday, followed by a 
Sunday home fixture against 
Charlestown City Blues.

"This Sunday is a massive 
game. We are four points be-
hind behind Magic and with 
two games in hand. if we win 
we are one point behind with 
two games in hand, If you 
lose and fall seven points 
behind with two games 
in hand the ball is in their 
court," Magpies coach Mick 
Bolch said.

"Whoever wins this game 
really has the running for the 
minor premiership."

Bolch will have a full 
squad to call on apart from 

defender Grant Brown who 
is still two-three weeks away 
from returning with a foot 
injury and midfield/forward 
Sean Pratt who returns from 
overseas at the end of July.

Prized recruit Nick Cow-
burn had his first run with 
the club at training on 
Wednesday and will be im-
mediately considered for 
selection with returning star 
Matt Thompson.

Energetic midfielder Ryan 
Broadley is also expected to 
be available for either Sun-
day or Wednesday's fixture.

Bolch said there was a 
temptation to rush everyone 
back into the team, but that 
backfired in their 4-0 round 
nine loss to Hamilton back 
in May.

"The one time I fiddled 
with the side this year we got 
beaten 4-0 so there could be 
a lesson there," he said.

"Thommo is probably a 
chance of coming off the 
bench on Sunday. 
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SOCCER

BACK: Matt Thompson returns to the Maitland Magpies line-up for a crucial series of matches over the next week. 

 ‘‘Whoever wins 
this game really 
has the running 
for the minor 
premiership.
Mick Bolch
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EX-WALLABY 
PAYS BLACKS 
A VISIT

BE GREAT AND NOMINATE
YOU KNOW GREAT PEOPLE. YOU KNOW THEIR STORIES

Athlete
Record Holder

Australian of theYear

Robert de Castella MBE
1983

Nominate at australianoftheyear.org.au by 31 July 2019


