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"A point's a point, overall 
it's not a bad result," Wolfe 
said. "The boys have had a 
pretty decent playing load 
coming into this game, it was 
a heavy pitch and we've got a 
pretty decent load of games 
coming up so not a bad result 
at all."

Midfield stars Matt 
Thompson and Ryan Broad-
ley played about 10 and 15 
minutes respectively in their 
return from injury, but will 
have bigger roles in Mait-
land's next two fixtures an 
away game against Lambton 

Jaffas on Wednesday and at 
home next Sunday against 
Charlestown City Blues.

Ryan Clarke was sidelined 
after suffering a fractured rib 
in the game against Weston 
Bears, Sean Pratty is overseas 
and Grant Brow is sill a cou-
ple of weeks from returning 
from a fractured foot.

The Magpies were delight-
ed with star signing Nick 
Cowburn's first hit out.

"It was a great effort, his 
first game after five weeks 
off and one training session 
he was pretty good for a full 
90 minutes on a wet pitch as 
well," Wolfe said.

Magpies and Magic play out 2-all draw

STRONG START: Nick Cowburn played the full 90 minutes in his debut game for Maitland. Picture: Michael Hartshorn

GOAL: Maitland players congratulate Matt Swan on his 
goal. Picture: Michael Hartshorn

Maitland smashed 40-7 by Merewether
THE Maitland Blacks will 
be hoping to forget a lam-
entable 40-7 smashing by 
Merewether Carlton at Ernie 
Calland Oval on Saturday.

In perhaps their worst 
performance of the season, 
the Blacks made too many 
unforced errors and were 
no match for a committed 

Greens' outfit.
"We need to learn the 

lessons from it, but it's a per-
formance we will want to put 
behind us as quickly as pos-
sible," a disappointed Blacks 
coach Matt Thomas.

"They destroyed us, it's 
one of those day we want 
to forget.

"We were outplayed, out 

enthused, we were poor. 
"It was a shame because 

we had two really good ses-
sions on the training track. 
We just left it on the training 
track and didn't bring it on 
the field.

"We got beaten in every 
aspect of the game. That is 
why they are second and we 
are third or fourth.

"Our backline couldn't 
catch a ball, they were sta-
tionary.

"Unfortunatley these are 
the peaks and troughs of 
rugby. I expected it to be 
a lot closer, they wanted it 
to better.

"We were just out-en-
thused today it was the only 
way to describe it."

The Blacks sole try was 
scored by skipper Carl Manu, 
with Pat Batey kicking the 
conversion.

The loss sees the Blacks 
drop back to fourth, four 
points behind Wanderers (42 
points) and just two points 
clear of Lake Macquarie.

Merewether are second 
equal on 44 points with 

Hamilton, who have a game 
in hand to play.

The Blacks will need to 
bounce back quickly with 
the never-easy assignment of 
travelling to take on Nelson 
Bay next Saturday, followed 
by home games against Sin-
gleton and then competition 
leaders Hamilton.

RUGBY UNION

– MICHAEL HARTSHORN

Pickers 
blow big 
lead at 
half-time

THE Maitland Pickers blew a 
20-point lead shortly before 
half-time to lose by 14 points 
to Lakes United.

The Pickers led 26-6 at the 
35th minute mark on Sunday 
when Jye Bieman-King con-
verted Frazer Price's second 
try of the afternoon.

But in an extraordinary 
turn-around starting with a 
try by Lakes five-eight Jack 
Kelly right on the half-time 
buzzer, the Sea Gulls scored 
six unanswered tries to run 
out 40-26 point winners.

Kelly landed six of seven 
conversions, including five 
second-half goals as the 
Pickers ran into a brick wall 
and went scoreless after half-
time.

Everything went the Pick-
ers way after Lakes scored 
the initial try to lead 6-0 until 
Tylar Carter opened Mait-
land's scoring with a try in 
the 20th minutues.

Four minutes later Greg 
Morris scored, Price got his 
first in the 27th minute and 
Reeve Howard crossed for 
the Pickers' fourth.

Jye Bieman-King success-
fully converted three of his 
five shots on goal.

The Pickers would have 
been disappointed to con-
cede a try just before the 
break, but all resistance was 
gone after the break as the 
Sea Gulls ran in five tries. 

Blake Dean opened 
the scoring in the seventh 
minute and sealed Lakes' 

win with his second in the 
72nd minute.

BARRY MCGRADY 
HAT-TRICK GETS 
BULLDOGS HOME

A Barry McGrady hat-trick 
sealed a narrow 22-20 win 
for the Kurri Kurri Bulldogs 
against Central Newcastle 
at Kurri Kurri Sportsground 
on Sunday.

MCgrady got the Bulldogs 
off to a flier scoring within the 
opening two minutes. Brent 
Mendyk kicked the conver-
sion and four minutes later 
lined up for his second when 
Ngangarra Barker crossed.

The Bulldogs led 12-0, but 
Josh Allison replied soon af-
ter for the Butcher Boys scor-
ing the first of his hat-trick in 
the 13th minute.

McGrady scored in the 
19th and 27th minutes to 
take the Bulldogs out to 
22-4 leaders, before Allison 
got his second just a minute 
after Central half-back Brad 
Murray was sin-binned for 
10 minutes for a 22-8 half-
time score.

The Butcher Boys ran in 
two converted tries in the 
second half with Kurt Dono-
hue scoring in the 60th min-
ute and Allison getting his 
third seven minutes later.

Despite not scoring in the 
second half the Bulldogs 
were able to hang on for an 
important win which takes 
them to third equal on points 
with Maitland.  Cessnock are 
fifth on eight points after an 
18-30 loss to South Newcas-
tle at Cessnock on Saturday.

Lakes storm home to 
record 40-26 victory

BY MICHAEL HARTSHORN
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