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Home tie the goal
IT IS potentially the biggest 
game in the Maitland Mag-
pies history and they need 
help to ensure a FFA Cup 
round of 32 fixture can be 
broadcast nationally out of 
the city.

The Magpies learn tonight 
who and where they will be 
playing when the round of 32 
fixtures are drawn live on Fox 
Sports News.

And there is a better than 
50-50 chance it will be a home 
game, potentially against an 
A-League opponent.

Magpies president Ray 
Watkins said the playing 
surface at Cooks Square 
Park, thanks to Maitland City 
Council and the state gov-
ernment, was now one of the 
best in the Northern NSW 
NPL competition and more 
than up to hosting a game.

However, facilities such 
as the change rooms, toilets 
for a large crowd and light-
ing were not up to scratch 
at the Magpies' traditional 
home, especially for an A-
League team.

Magpies and Maitland 
City Council representatives 
met with Football Federation 
Australia officials last week 
about what would be needed 
to host a FFA Cup tie fixture 
and the possibility of a New-
castle Jets home game at the 
Maitland Sportsground.

While the Sportsground 
fits the bill as far as facilities 
for fans and a visiting team, 
its lighting would need to be 

upgraded to at least 200 lux 
for a fixture against another 
state league team, or to 500 
lux for a night fixture against 
a visiting A-League team, a 
game which would be tele-
cast live across the nation.

"Our preference is for 
the game to be played in 
Maitland, but we we are 
concerned about the cost of 
hiring the ground and paying 
for additional lighting if it 
was at the Maitland Sports-
ground," Watkins said.

"We would love to play 
the game at the No.1 
Sportsground - it's a fantas-
tic facility.

"However, its floodlight-
ing standards do not meet 
the requirements of Foxtel 
broadcasting.

"It would cost as much as 
$16,000 to bring in mobile 
lighting towers to bring it 
up to the broadcast require-
ments. And while we want to 
promote the city in the best 
possible light, we cannot 

expose the club to the possi-
bility of a financial loss.

"We may be able to get 
away with hosting a game 
at Cooks Square Park if it is 
against another smaller state 
league team, but we would 
still need to spend consider-
able money on bringing the 
lighting up to 200 lux."

Watkins said there were 
options to take the game 
to Newcastle as a fallback, 
but a Maitland option was 
the priority.
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FFA CUP

CUP JOY: Maitland players jump in jubilation after a goal from a corner by Liam Thornton in the FFA Cup tie against Hamilton. Picture: Smart Artist

BRING IT ON: Maitland players celebrate their FFA Cup 
round 7 win against Hamilton. Picture: Smart Artist

Magpies need help to host FFA Cup clash
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Bulldogs coach 
frustrated by 
penalties

BE GREAT AND NOMINATE
YOU KNOW GREAT PEOPLE. YOU KNOW THEIR STORIES

Athlete
Record Holder

Australian of theYear

Robert de Castella MBE
1983

Nominate at australianoftheyear.org.au by 31 July 2019


