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Bears secure full points as Magpies lose
THE Weston Bears have all 
but guaranteed themselves 
a spot in the Northern NSW 
NPL finals for the first time 
since losing the 2014 grand 
final with a 1-0 win on Sun-
day against their 2014 oppo-
nent Lambton Jaffas.

The Bears are second on 
the table with 32 points, three 
points behind Edgeworth 
who strengthened their hold 
on a fifth minor premiership 
in a row with a 3-1 victory 
over Maitland on Saturday.

At Weston on Sunday, the 
Bears left it until the 86th 
minute to seal their win with 

skipper Nathan Morris calm-
ly slotting the goal home 
from the penalty spot. 

Jackson Burston earned 
the penalty after he was 
brought down inside the 
box by one of two chasing 
defenders after a darting 
run from inside the Bears' 
own third.

The Magpies can still claim 
the minor premiership but 
sitting eight points behind 
the Eagles must win at their 
remaining six games.

Edgeworth opened the 
scoring in the 25th minute 
through a strike from a de-
flection by an unmarked Ad-

am Cawley. The Eagles their 
1-0 lead into half-time.

The Magpies scored the 
equaliser in the 59th min-
ute when James Thompson 
struck home from inside the 
box from a deflected corner. 
It was Thompson's third goal 
in an many games.

However, Edgworth struck 
back soon after through Ollie 
Morris in the 66th minute 
and sealed the win in the 
82nd minute when Oliver 
Smith calmly shot across the 
goal in front of the Maitland 
defence to find the opposite 
corner after being played in 
by an excellent ball by  Dan-

iel McBreen
The top four seems almost 

sealed in stone after the 
weekend's rounds with only 
Lambton (24) and Charles-
town City Blues (25) capable 
of breaking into the play-
offs positions.

Both Lambton and 
Charlestown have five games 
to play, but have far tougher 
runs home than the Magpies 
who sit fourth with 27 points 
and more games to play.

Broadmeadow Magic have 
five games left to play includ-
ing a catch-up game against 
Hamilton on August 11.

However, their chances of 

claiming the minor premier-
ship and those of the Bears 
are likely to be decided in 
their showdown next Sunday 
at the Weston's Rockwell Au-

tomation Park.
The Magpies busy run 

home is punctuated by their  
FFA Cup round of 32 game 
against Central Coast on July 
31 at Maitland Sportsground, 
however they have no other 
encounters against top four 
NPL teams.

Things are tougher for the 
Bears who have Edgeworth 
away in round 21 (August 18) 
as well as Magic.

They also play Charlest-
won (home, August 8)  and 
Lake Macquarie also at 
home in the final round (Au-
gust 25).

SOCCER

– MICHAEL HARTSHORN

 ‘‘Jackson Burston 
earned the 
penalty after 
he was brought 
down inside the 
box.

MAITLAND coach Luke 
Boyle is taking solace that the 
Mustangs turned in one of 
their worst performances of 
the season yet only lost by six 
points to top of the table ri-
vals Central Coast Crusaders.

The Mustangs started in a 
blaze of glory to lead 27-17 at 
the first break but dropped 
their guard and intensity 
to go down 74-80 in what 
was effectively a battle for 
top spot.

Assured play-offs action, 
Boyle's major concern is 
that the Magpies learn their 
lessons from an off-the-boil 
performance and play with 
the intensity that has served 
them so well in a five game 
winning streak since losing 
to top side Manly at the start 
of June.

The Mustangs cause was 
not served with star Isaiah 
Ellis missing for the third 
quarter as he had a dislocat-
ed finger treated.

Jack Edwards battled su-
premely to keep his side in 
the contest but the Mustangs 
did not receive the support 
they had grown accustomed 
to off their bench.

"I think we really missed 
Lachlan Beavis' input off the 
bench," Boyle said.

"Sam Huggins is also 
struggling with pain and it 
would be nice to get him 
a break.

"We were down overall, 
but I think we left the de-
fence particularly to too few.

"We had one or two win-
ners who really put in, but 
the rest I think left it to them.

"Our speed slowed down 
after the first quarter and 
we made silly errors and 
struggled to compete with-
out that intensity which is 

so important.
"We were sitting back try-

ing to defend and they con-
trolled the mid-court.

"We were also guilty of 
turning over far too much 
ball with rash passes which 
weren't on.

"The majority of the turno-
vers were more about our er-
rors rather than the pressure 
imposed by Central Coast. 

"We allowed them to score 
far too often from second 
chance ball, overall we were 

down in the defensive areas 
where we have been domi-
nating.

"They scored 28 points to 
14 from turnovers and they 
scored 17 second chance 
points to our eight.

"To play so bad and yet get 
within six points at the end 
shows us we can beat them if 
we are at our best."

Boyle said he believed his 
side had got too far ahead 
of themselves on Saturday 
night and were thinking 

about the win and securing 
second spot rather than con-
centrating on the process of 
winning a game.

"We talked about it after 
the game and I don't think 
there is any reason to panic," 
Boyle said.

"From early on the season 
I said our main focus was on 
making the finals.

"I firmly believe we have 
the side when we start with 
out intensity in defence that 
can beat any team in the 

competition.
"We are likely to host a 

semi-final but I really think 
we can win the title from 
wherever we start."

Ellis and Edwards led the 
scoring for Maitland with 
21 and 16 respectively. They 
also pulled in 10 and six re-
bounds. Josh Clifford scored 
12 and pulled in six rebounds 
in a strong all-round game.

Despite discomfort Sam 
Huggins managed to pull in 
seven rebounds.

EFFORT BALL: Maitland's Jack Edwards comes off second best in a contest with Central Coast's James Trustum. 
Picture: Michael Hartshorn
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BASKETBALL

Off-the-boil Mustangs 
lose battle for second

THE George Tavern need to 
win their final two matches 
and rely on Nexus Power 
Comets losing theirs to make 
this year's Maitland A-grade 
netball finals at the expense 
of Comets.

After their 39-56 loss to 
Hills Solicitors on Saturday, 
The George sit four points 
outside the top four with two 
games remaining.

The task is not beyond 
them with their next game 
against Customs House Ho-
tel very winnable on form 
and then a tough assignment 
against Hinton Hotel.

Hinton Hotel joined Club 
Maitland City on 28 points 
with a 44-33 win against 
Tolsaf Cranes, while Comets' 
shooters were on song with 
a 63-46 win against Customs 
House to lift them to 25 
points on the ladder.

Comets face Hinton Hotel 
and Club Maitland City in 
their final two games of the 
regular season and need to 
win one of those to guaran-
tee a spot in the finals.

Club Maitland City play 
Tolsaf Cranes next week and 
Hills have the bye.

In the battle for finals in A-
2, only points for and against 
separate Bradford Netball 
(fourth) Alcobolics  (fifth) 
who are both on 30 points, six 
behind Hoppers (third) and 
six ahead of Carpet Court 
and MRBNC Bushrangers.

Flame (first, 40 points), 
Rebels (second, 39) and 
Hoppers are assured of fi-
nals action.

In the run home Alcobol-
lics faceMRBNC Bushrang-
ers seventh and Flames.

Bradford Netball face 
Flames this week followed by 
a Carpet Court (sixth). Every 
goal for and against is likely 
to count.

Netball 
top four 
almost 
settled
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